
Meeting of the Presidents of Academies

XVII Baltic Conference on Intellectual Co-operation Mathematics for Society

29 June 2021 at 13:00–16:00 EEST (12:00–15:00 CEST)

Hybrid meeting: Estonian Academy of Sciences, Kohtu 6, Tallinn & Zoom environment

13:00–13:15 Welcome, opening words and tour de table

13:15–14:00 Operational issues

Fourth medal of Baltic Academies (Expected rapporteur: Latvian Academy of Sciences)

Involvement of Young Academies of Sciences of Baltic States in SAPEA (Estonian Academy of 
Sciences)

Exchange of early career researchers (Academy of Sciences and Humanities in Hamburg)

14:00–14:45 Science advice for policy

The role of the academies in the COVID 19 pandemic (Latvian Academy of Sciences, Lithuanian
Academy of Sciences)

Towards reaching out to the wider society from science academies (Finnish Academy of Science
and Letters)

Making use of different academies’ experiences (Finnish Academy of Science and Letters)

14:45–15:00 Convenience break

15:00–15:40 Foresight aspects

The future of cooperation of the Baltic Sea region academies: Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Finland,
Sweden,  Norway,  Denmark,  Germany,  Poland  (Latvian  Academy  of  Sciences,  Lithuanian
Academy of Sciences).

Practice,  perspectives,  and activities  of the Baltic  Academies in relation to work in ALLEA,
EASAC, SAPEA, ISC, IAP, etc. (Latvian Academy of Sciences)

The future of EASAC and perspectives of working together (Estonian Academy of Sciences)

Cooperation options of the Baltic Academies of Sciences in international grant schemes (JRC,
Horizon, etc.) (Latvian Academy of Sciences)

15:45–15:55 Any other business

15:55–16:00 Wrap-up and farewell

Participants: 
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President Edwin Kreuzer, Academy of Sciences and Humanities in Hamburg

President Juras Banys, The Lithuanian Academy of Sciences

President Anna Mauranen, The Finnish Academy of Science and Letters

Vice-President Ojars Sparitis, Latvian Academy of Sciences

President Tarmo Soomere, Estonian Academy of Sciences (the host)

The Presidents agreed in the following:

 The fourth medal of Baltic Academies for developing institutional cooperation was 
approved. The statute will be revised in summer and presented for approval in autumn.

 It is important that the classic academies intensively communicate with and support the 
Young Academies of Sciences.

 A consortium of academies could be created for writing a project for supporting exchange 
of early career researchers in the region.

 Cooperation of academies for developing the science for policy advice in the Baltic Sea 
Region is a priority for all involved academies.

 Meetings of Presidents of Academies should be organized 2–3 times a year.

 A soft network of all Academies around the Baltic Sea will be created in the future;

 A joint statement for social sciences and humanities could be a good idea.

NOTES OF DISCUSSION

Introduction

TARMO SOOMERE: It has been a tradition that Presidents of the Baltic academies of sciences
meet and discuss some issues which are hot or coincident. We usually do not make any binding
decisions. Instead, we try to create a vision of what we could do together within a couple of years
until the next conference.

Tour de table

TARMO SOOMERE: I am trained as mathematician and have been working most of my research
life in Earth sciences, with focus on oceanography and wave processes. I would like to build in
more detail cooperation of academies for developing science for policy advice in our region.

OJARS SPARITIS: as a humanitarian I am helping the President of the Latvian Academy of
Sciences who is a pharmacologist, a chemist. It is a symbolic return for me after nine years back
to Tallinn. I remember many Baltic Conferences on Intellectual Cooperation (BCIC) since 2013.
We got much inspiration about how to educate our young society, how to deal with genomics and
genetics, and how to work in the space which is deeply connected with entrepreneurship. We are
willing to have active dialogue with politicians. The period of Covid-19 pandemic has stimulated
bringing together  governments  and academia.  The government  is  now seeking for  scientist`s
advice. In this context it is necessary to combine the classic industrial, applied and fundamental
sciences with human and social sciences, to properly model the behaviour of our societies.
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ANNA  MAURANEN:  I  am  a  linguist  by  training,  and  always  very  much  proponent  of
remembering the human side of technology and science. Therefore, I am also very interested in
developing the cooperation that we have in this region with a lot of potential.

We ought to reach out not only to decision-makers and policymakers but also further to society. I
have the impression that people are very interested in science. The pandemic has been important
for  us  to  understand ourselves,  our  own changes  of  behaviour,  our  own distresses,  our  own
incapacities in isolation, the difficulties with following recommendations by scientists, etc. It is
very important to build on this at the moment and to share this across the region that unites us all.

JURAS BANYS: My field is physics and solid-state physics, ferroelectrics. I was pleased today
when  one  of  speakers  mentioned  an  easing  model  with  spin  ordering  that  is  applicable  for
ferroelectric materials, the transducers which are used for ultrasonic applications. It is important
for several areas including the submarines, fishing and also medicine. Science is a global, is not
a national and collaboration between scientists, especially in the Baltic Sea region is a must.

Another  issue  is  the  evidence  based  or  science  based  political  decision.  Even  though  the
pandemic did sad things to our people, it has clear impact: politicians have changed their minds.
In Lithuania the scientist`s voice is better heard and better understood in political circles. We
should use this situation to strengthen the voice of academies of experts to political advice to
politicians.

EDWIN KREUZER: I am engineer by training however I spent 20 years in theoretical science.
My speciality is nonlinear dynamics. We try to analyse unstable systems in order to have some
models for prediction for the future. Another area is artificial intelligence and robotics.

We had the idea to collaborate with academies of sciences in the Baltic region and organised a
meeting two years ago in Hamburg. It is clear now that science is a player on the political arena.
Some politicians complain that the voice of sciences is too strong. However, I think we are in
good balance with scientific advice.

Fourth medal of Baltic Academies (rapporteur: Latvian Academy of Sciences)

OJARS SPARITIS: Me and my colleagues are very proud of the BCIC that created the idea of
this award. The medal created by Latvian artist Jānis Strupulis is a universal award. The awardees
should have accomplished something universal. Regional institutional collaboration as a part of
our culture should become more important and be acknowledged at the highest level.

TARMO SOOMERE: The role of institutions seems to be increasing. Institutional cooperation is
becoming increasingly important. It is much more difficult than writing a grant. We have already
made this addition to the statute living by signing the agreement between our institutions.

JURAS BANYS, ANNA MAURANEN and EDWIN KREUZER all support this idea.

TARMO SOOMERE: It should be not only the academies of sciences whose collaboration could
be  awarded.  We  have  learned  societies,  research  councils,  and  many  scientific  institutions.
However, let`s start with academic institutions. We shall adjust the statute in summer and come
back to approval in September.

Involvement of Young Academies of Sciences of Baltic States in SAPEA (rapporteur: 
Estonian Academy of Sciences)
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TARMO  SOOMERE:  SAPEA  technically  is  a  Horizon 2020  consortium,  that  is,  a  project
supported by European Commission (EC). The acronym means Science Advice for Policy by
European  Academies.  It  is  a  consortium of  four  consortia  of  academies  (ALLEA,  EASAC,
FEAM, EuroCASE) and Academia Europaea. The Estonian Academy of Sciences is active in
ALLEA and EASAC and we have good contacts in FEAM and EuroCase. In essence, SAPEA
provides  evidence  report.  Advice  to  the  EC is  created  by  the  Science  Advisory  Mechanism
(SAM) and the Group of Chief Scientific Advisors.

The voice of young scientists has been missing so far in SAPEA. The new formation of SAPEA
includes  the  Consortium  of  Young  Academies  in  Europe  YASAS.  Incorporation  of  young
academies into putting evidence together is a fundamental move. The Estonian Young Academy
has received invitation to join the consortium.

ANNA MAURANEN: the Finnish Young Academy is very much involved into the initiative and
into the European cooperation of the young academies. 

OJARS SPARITIS: The Latvian Association of Young Scientists is a NGO. A good example of
the Young Academy has been created at Leopoldina. This is a nice school of academic practice.
They work independently. The continuity is welcome. We need to work in partnership with the
next generation. 

ANNA MAURANEN: In Finland we organized support for the young academy.  They had a
secretary general during 4–5 years and then wished to have a more permanent institution. These
are early career researchers who are engaged for 2–3 years at a time and then others take over.
This is a guarantee of freshness. They have to come on their own terms. They can do a lot of
extra work beside their own career building.

JURAS BANYS: Our Young Academy is fully independent. I think it is a good symbiosis in
biological  terms for Young Academy to know what  we are doing.  Baltic  Young Academies
Meeting in Vilnius was planned in June last year but was postponed due to the Covid-19.

EDWIN KREUZER: as we have eight regional academies and National Academy Leopoldina,
the situation is different in Germany.

TARMO SOOMERE: Young Academy of Sciences was also created as NGO in Estonia. Our
interrelations are very good. We feel that the leaders of Young Academy are overloaded and need
some support. We encourage young academies to contact horizontally. They have similar issues
and  the  competence  they  have  is  different  in  different  countries.  When  it  comes  to  the
development of evidence by SAPEA for science advice for policy, it makes sense to ask whether
our young academies could (i) get involved with the young academies structure and (ii) contact
the young academies in other states. Experienced colleagues like us could give good hints to
young academies.

ANNA MAURANEN: we had similar issues here in Finland. It depends on who is running them.
We had it very fruitful. I support this.

JURAS BANYS: At the meeting in Finland the Young Academies were present. There is a plan
to organize a meeting of Young Academies in Vilnius after pandemic in autumn.

4



TARMO SOOMERE: We can channel this information via our staff who keeps contacts with our
Young  Academy  anyway  using  just  a  few hours  a  week.  There  is  potential  to  solve  many
communication processes via such permanent contacts.

It seems to be a common position. If you are alone, it feels not that confident, if you do together,
it feels more beautiful.

Exchange of early career researchers (rapporteur: Academy of Sciences and Humanities in 
Hamburg)

President EDWIN KREUZER: The Young Academy Fellows Programme in the Academy of
Sciences  and  Humanities  in  Hamburg  started  in  2020.  It  embraces  the  career  advice.  This
programme is different from the Young Academies. The idea was to incorporate young fellows
into a cross-generational dialogue, to include them into the working groups of academies, etc.

We have launched interdisciplinary scientific conferences for young scientists. Every other year
awards for achievements in interdisciplinary topics are issued.  We could outline a scheme to
support early career  researchers in Estonia,  Latvia,  Lithuania and Finland and take the
initiative in this direction. Exchange of early career researchers would be good for their career
building.

We could start  the exchange and make an attempt  to  find out  where we could get  financial
support.  We  could  start  with  short-term  visits,  with  the  purpose  of  getting  acquainted  with
research groups in each country.

TARMO SOOMERE: Estonian  Academy of  Sciences  is  ready to  support  such visits  –  even
though our sources are limited. It is not clear whether we could be eligible for a (Marie Curie)
project targeted to the mobility in the Baltic region. Still,  such a scheme would become very
popular if it could be called a post-doc position. We require a successful post-doc period in order
to become a professor in Estonia.

We could find some funds for supporting the writing of a project. Such kind of  network
consortium – Hamburg, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Finland – seems good from inside. The
nodes are comparable in power, population, and background.

OJARS SPARITIS: If the Academy of Sciences and Humanities in Hamburg could perhaps offer
contacts  with  the  industry,  the  branches,  the  business  in  Hamburg,  the  city  of  harbour  and
information technologies, our scholars would definitely be interested.

TARMO SOOMERE resumes: the contacts with industry are important also for Estonian scholars
in order to implement their research. This kind of project may have good chances, and, if you
agree, we should make some steps in this direction.

The role of the academies in the COVID 19 pandemic (rapporteurs: Latvian Academy of 
Sciences, Lithuanian Academy of Sciences)

President OJARS SPARITIS: This year of pandemic was different in each country. I often used
the website of Leopoldina. Their analysis of the epidemical situation was very professional. The
next analysis was how the pandemic impacted economy. Further on, how the society may live
through this pandemic, not to lose normal socializing, not to be split in single units.
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The dialogue  how we do find  the  joint  opinion of  the  government  and academia  took time
because we lived in parallel worlds. The President of our Academy was permanently in media
providing explanations. Associated work of our institutes contributed to international scientific
cooperation for improvement of vaccines.

ANNA MAURANEN: It sounds very good. I like the immediate action, impactful science. It is
important not only to influence the policymakers but also understand the rest of the society. In
particular, the last year EASAC conference was very fruitful. 

Towards reaching out to the wider society from science academies

Making use of different academies’ experiences (rapporteur:  Finnish Academy of Science
and Letters)

ANNA MAURANEN: The report “Bending not breaking“ was launched on 8 February 2021.
The main target is increasing resilience. We invited a group of experts in May 2020. It was a
small  team  of  our  members  –  10  world  class  researchers  from  different  fields:  biology,
neuroscience, immunology, environmental sciences, etc.

We made an attempt to create a new genre. Previously we had long reports, booklets, typically
from one specialist domain. This report was just 20 pages and designed as a short, readable, and
multidisciplinary  message.  It  contained  interlinked  threads  running  through  the  whole.  It
addressed, in particular, the pivotal role of broad, multidisciplinary knowledge in constituting and
maintaining  resilience  in  society,  environmental  concerns:  climate  change  and  biodiversity,
mental well-being (Mental Security of Supply) through social inclusion, art, and confidence in
policy makers. It also addressed strong communication capabilities and proposed to develop an
economy which builds on research-based innovation and sustainability.

My  question  is:  how  we  could  cooperate  and  not  duplicate  reports.  We  are  getting  many
wonderful reports. It is interesting to know what people do and where are the gaps.

TARMO SOOMERE: In crisis like this everybody starts to work in some direction,  so there
usually is redundancy, but diversity is our strength.

We see  several  different  patterns  of  work  and  communication.  If  somebody produces  either
personal or institutional response earlier than the others, it is natural that every country adds to
that what is relevant for them.

Advice to policymakers is created by many countries. Our task is to explain its meaning and to
adjust it to local conditions. This task is twofold: framing what has happened and framing the
meaning of the process for society. This is the curse of science advice by academies. Extremely
important part of this kind of statement is vision to the future.

It  is important to use all  academy channels for spreading this type of information.  If a good
document is there it is normal to add some lines about local situation.

JURAS BANYS: I am looking from the science side what the science can give to the health
sector.

EDWIN KREUZER: We have a working group for society. This aspect is needed. We organized
a  meeting  where  we  invited  almost  all  prominent  representatives  of  the  German  society.
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Moreover,  we  started  an  initiative  to  develop  a  special  institute  “Pandemie  Forschung”  for
different institutes from social sciences.

TARMO SOOMERE: we have organised  massive channelling of the advice to government.
This includes systematic spreading the reports of ALLEA, SAPEA, or EASAC. We should make
use of neighbours’ work and bring the rationality back to the system. We evidently do not need a
specific agreement as this is the work we do.

Different academies have different coverage and tasks because of different governance systems.
We have seen that  very clearly.  There are 4–5 types of science advisory systems in Europa.
Interestingly,  ad hoc systems often work better  than established systems.  In this  respect,  the
diversity of academies and their attitudes and relationships to media and society is an asset.

Finally, we shouldn`t be shy. The art is to pick up the signal of some Academy and massively
spread it. ALLEA, SAPEA, ISC, IAP have different purposes and different audience. Whenever
we have something to say, let’s use the unions of academies. Send in your one-pagers. They are
read. Making use of different academies is even more important that signing the agreement of
cooperation.

Foresight aspects (rapporteur: Estonian Academy of Sciences)

The  relevant  aspects  are:  (i)  regional  –  the  future  of  cooperation  of  the  Baltic  Sea  region
academies: Estonia,  Latvia,  Lithuania,  Finland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Germany, Poland
(Latvian  Academy  of  Sciences,  Lithuanian  Academy  of  Sciences);  (ii)  global:  practice,
perspectives,  and activities  of the Baltic  Academies in relation to work in ALLEA, EASAC,
SAPEA, ISC, IAP, etc. (Latvian Academy of Sciences); (iii) particular: the future of EASAC and
perspectives of working together (Estonian Academy of Sciences); (iv) horizontal: cooperation
options of the Baltic Academies of Sciences in international grant schemes (JRC, Horizon, etc.)
(Latvian Academy of Sciences)

OJARS  SPARITIS:  We  are  more  and  more  harmonizing  our  goals  in  search  for  a  golden
midway. We need today exchange of information about what beneficial projects academies have
in mind. The idea of Latvia calling together representatives of Academies was that Latvia is in a
very central position that enables us having a role of a coordinator of some event, like Poland
some years ago.

We cannot speak on the name of others, but we may coordinate and do together. The form of the
BCIC is one thing but even wider cooperation around the Baltic Sea is necessary. We have the
kernel group already here. Sweden seems neutral.  From Norway we have received signals of
interest in Baltic cooperation.  We had conference “Innovation - power of the 21st century” in
2020.

TARMO SOOMERE: Two years ago, we had a plan to engage Belorussia. We keep personal
contacts  with  scientists  but  cannot  currently  use  institutional  channels.  Let’s  be  prepared  to
restore the contacts as soon as the geopolitical situation will release.

EDWIN KREUZER: Hamburg is trying to be a broader bridge to Baltic States. I can speak for
regional academies in Germany. We are willing to go for this cooperation.

TARMO  SOOMERE:  The  experience  of  different  academies  is  normally  at  best  used  in
neighbouring countries. Whenever we have something to spread, I suggest spreading it between
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academies with similar background. We can spread in this network also preliminary ideas. Often
friendly critic is needed before we put something on paper.

ANNA MAURANEN: Scandinavian countries like Finland prefer collaboration over a topic or
theme and spread knowledge across a network rather than heavy institutional involvement.

TARMO SOOMERE: I heard something similar in Scotland when I proposed an agreement. The
response was: just call us, let`s talk and then we can do something. 

OJARS SPARITIS: Science academies are ready for regional cooperation.

TARMO SOOMERE: Providing science  advice  for  policy  is  extremely  different  in  different
countries. Some processes work better in sectorial advice like in food and agriculture sector in
Denmark.

ANNA MAURANEN: Many of the current systems (the Royal Society for example) tend to be
very stiff. We don`t want the Government to come too close to us when they will start picking
and choosing the advice they use. We keep our head clear. Independent science takes priority.

TARMO SOOMERE: We are struggling with principles of science advice.  For example,  you
cannot advise and make lobby at same time. This is self-evident in the Anglo-Saxon world but
not everywhere in the world.

TARMO SOOMERE:  We could  come for a meeting two or  three  times  in  a  year  for a
meeting for 2–3 hours.

JURAS BANYS, EDWIN KREUZER and ANNA MAURANEN agreed:  it is good to discuss
and get some new view. Sometimes it is better to meet in person, listen to each other.

TARMO SOOMERE: If someone of us is presenting the problem, maybe someone of us has a
solution. I would be happy to talk with colleagues at least once in a year.

OJARS SPARITIS: Probably in a small circle,  not 10 participants.  Latvia has been a sceptic
observer  because  we do not  get  much back from organisations  who are asking for our fees.
Active participation does not necessarily bring active feedback. We need quite large resources to
participate in European clubs.

TARMO SOOMERE:  This  position  reflects  the  opinion  of  many  smaller  academies.  It  is  a
problem, especially on the level of policymaking. We have proposed two initiatives (i) merging
of ALLEA and EASAC as suggested in 2019 in Helsinki, (ii) merger of ISC and IAP, a move we
initiated with Swiss Academy of Sciences.

ALLEA has mostly focused on inner life of academies. EASAC is specifically creating advice for
the European Commission. European Members of ISC gather separately.  Here we have three
members from our region out of 7 in the governing board.

We have the power of changing things; at  least  to initiate  changes  or some specific  actions.
ALLEA and EASAC should merge. ISC and IAP are both very large organisations. It will take
few years to merge these bodies where some 60–70% members are overlapping. The next ISC
president  Peter  Gluckman  is  the  former  leader  of  INGSA.  I  don’t  think  there  will  be  rapid
changes, but we should support the processes that have started. If you think we should work for
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merging of some of these two organisations then that would be message for Juras, me and Anna
who are members of the ISC Europa board.

JURAS BANYS: What we need is support. We want the best ratio of investment and benefit.

EDWIN KREUZER: You have to have enough members who support it. That is my experience
of other merging processes.

TARMO SOOMERE: There are about 50 members of ALLEA and 30 members of EASAC.
Against  are  some of  the  conservative  board  members  who will  not  be  board  members  after
merger. We should be very pragmatic indeed.

The trigger could be the fact that SAPEA does no longer involve EASAC. The main purpose of
EASAC has been providing suggestions and evidence-based reports to EC. Now it is in its own.
EASAC has done a great job, but its future is uncertain. EASAC was created as an initiative of
the Royal Society.  The Secretariat  was at Leopoldina,  which is the most powerful Academy.
Leopoldina is not willing to provide further support (around 200 000 euro per year). Probably the
Norwegian Academy of Sciences will take it over. We are afraid that EASAC could collapse.
Losing a body like this is always a big loss.

Cooperation options of the Baltic  Academies  of Sciences  in international  grant schemes
(JRC, Horizon, etc.) (rapporteur: Latvian Academy of Sciences)

OJARS SPARITIS: New information from Brussels says that we already in the Social Dialogue
grant  programme  –  New European  Bauhaus.  It  provides  several  possibilities  in  arts  design,
creative industries, or cultural heritage sector.

TARMO  SOOMERE:  We  are  not  research  performing  organisation  except  the  Lithuanian
Academy of Sciences. We are research representing bodies. So, we are not necessarily eligible in
all schemes. Marie Curie scheme could be a possibility. In fields you mentioned – arts and design
and social sciences and humanities – this is where we should have much more power in all our
countries.

EDWIN  KREUZER:  We  in  Germany  have  a  rather  unique  situation.  We  have  a  special
Academies  programme where  especially  humanities  and  social  sciences  are  involved.  It  is
specially oriented to the cultural heritage, to save and to work in this area. It is a programme that
provides humanities and social sciences a really big support: per year more than 70 million are
spent by state and central governments. This is used worldwide.

TARMO SOOMERE: this is very good to hear. We should definitely support financing of social
sciences and humanities. They do need it definitely, but we cannot change much the proportion of
governmental financing. In this sense a common position of even few academies is stronger than
complaints  of  one particular  academy.  That  kind of joint  statement  could be issued at  some
instant.

Notes taken by Ülle Raud

Slightly edited for brevity and clarity by Tarmo Soomere
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